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RE: EOG site

		From

		Semerad, Jim L.

		To

		North, Alexis; Beeler, Cindy; Olson, Kyle; Pfeiffer, Tricia

		Cc

		Dihle, Mark A.; Peterson, Todd F.; Jahraus, Tim M.; Clary, Shane M.; O'Clair, Terry L.

		Recipients

		North.Alexis@epa.gov; Beeler.Cindy@epa.gov; Olson.Kyle@epa.gov; Pfeiffer.Tricia@epa.gov; mdihle@nd.gov; tfpeterson@nd.gov; tjahraus@nd.gov; sclary@nd.gov; toclair@nd.gov



 



All:



 



Our opinion (in-house) was that the second tank from the right may be open but Jacki’s picture was far from conclusive.   In an email to me, Cindy Beeler also pointed out that the hatch on the second tank was possibly/probably open.  The one thing that gives ND doubt is that the position of the hinge doesn’t seem to match up with the angle of what would be the hatch in her picture.  



 



We are going to send EOG a letter/email and ask them to investigate and reply.  Cindy Beeler also pointed out that this will alert EOG that citizens are watching - which is a great point.



 



In addition, we will conduct a site inspection within a couple of weeks.



 



One additional point in relation to the yellow highlighted text below:   I agree with Cindy’s point as a general statement; however, I think that Jacki would take the words “significant emissions” as meaning something different.   In terms of Jacki’s complaint of bad AQ in the entire area, I don’t believe that this single tank could have caused the broad-based health problems that Jacki contends – Recall that our monitoring basically showed “nothing” at the well-site property line when we witnessed several open tank hatches – emissions will further disperse miles away.  I consider this open hatch issue a compliance issue with relation to our regulations but not the cause of area wide health problems.  



 



Thanks for your input.



 



Jim



 



 



From: North, Alexis [mailto:North.Alexis@epa.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, April 24, 2013 9:04 AM
To: Beeler, Cindy; Semerad, Jim L.; Olson, Kyle; Pfeiffer, Tricia
Subject: RE: EOG site



 



I attempted to find a picture from our visit in June that showed open thief hatches from the  ground, but I only have pictures of closed thiefs.  I’ve attached a good one simply for reference. I am not able to tell from Jacki’s picture if the theifs are open or closed.



 



Alexis North, Environmental Scientist



Office of Enforcement, Compliance & Environmental Justice 



EPA Region 8



1595 Wynkoop Street (8ENF-AT)



Denver, CO 80202-1129



Phone: (303) 312-7005



Email: north.alexis@epa.gov



 



 



From: Beeler, Cindy 
Sent: Tuesday, April 23, 2013 10:57 AM
To: Semerad, Jim L.; Olson, Kyle; North, Alexis; Pfeiffer, Tricia
Subject: RE: EOG site



 



An unlatched thief hatch, although it could vent significant emissions, would be hard to discern in a photograph from the ground.  But an open thief hatch should be discernible, depending on the angle of the photo and the height of the tank.  If the open thief hatch is not discernible in the photograph, it would be hard to enforce against with that as the only evidence.



 



Can you send us the photo, Jim?



 



 



Cindy Beeler
US EPA, Environmental Engineer
Office of Enforcement, Compliance & Environmental Justice
Tel:   303-312-6204
Beeler.Cindy@epa.gov

To report an environmental violation: http://www.epa.gov/compliance/complaints/index.html



CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail, including all attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipients and may contain Confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender and destroy all copies of this message.



 



From: Semerad, Jim L. [mailto:jsemerad@nd.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 23, 2013 10:00 AM
To: Olson, Kyle; Beeler, Cindy; North, Alexis; Pfeiffer, Tricia
Subject: RE: EOG site



 



 



 



All:



 



In her 4/22 email, Jacki stated:    “We have an EOG site to the south of us about 6-7 miles on CR 1  that has the thief hatches open on their storage tanks. I have pics of this taken on Sat if you would like them.”    



 



Initially, I thought that we would take some level of enforcement action once the pictures came from Jacki.   However, based on our review of the single picture Jacki sent this morning, we are not certain that open hatches are evident.    Therefore, we are now likely to wait and conduct an inspection within the next month.  Note that Jacki will be able to state that we ignored the violation and waited for compliance.



 



Do you have any insights/thoughts?  Are open hatches clear to you?? 



 



Jim



 



 



 



From: Jacki [mailto:jboid@dia.net] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 23, 2013 6:10 AM
To: Semerad, Jim L.
Cc: Kyle Olson; Cindy Beeler; Alexis North; pfeiffer.Tricia@epamail.epa.gov
Subject: EOG site
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Note: To protect against computer viruses, e-mail programs may prevent sending or receiving certain types of file attachments.  Check your e-mail security settings to determine how attachments are handled.






